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made him duller than ordinary, or how long the Quick-
Silver had been in his Body.

IX. 4 Letter of Dr. John Wallis, of May 14.
1698. to Sir John Blencowe (one of his Ma-
Jefty's Fuftices of the Court of Comimon-Pleas)
concerning the Obfervation of Eafter for this
prefent Tear, on April 24. 1698,

Sir, Oxford, May.14- 1698.

IN Aniwer to yours of May xz. {whichl received this
Mormng) you may pleafeto prefentmy humble Da-
ty znd Service to the Lord Chicf Juftice Zolz, with this
Accountof the Seat of Eafler, of which he asketh.

That there may be {ome little Miftakes in the Calen-
dar of the Common-Prayer Book (as now Printed) I
fhzll oot deny.

But {as to the prefent Domt) Eaffer was obferved
this Yr ar, according to the Ru!eg, {0 underficod as
was Int mdf::', the -;ga there may feem to be wanting
a Rubrick to mzke 1z plan.

The fundam enmv Rulz of the Nicene Council (which
we pretf;:nu to follow) for the keeping of Eafler, is wo
this purpofe:

FaﬂenDay is to b> that Sunday which £ls upon, or
next after, the fiel Full Moon which hapners nxe <fer
the Vernal Eq'"qa&

Whicn Vernal Equ'nox wes then oblerved to il on

e One aud Twenticth of March: And (Eu itie Pafchal

T:;?i: sy is yet reputed (0 to {all ; (theeghit do now fall
on ¢z Bleventh of March, or {omerimes the Teath of
March.)

Ee And
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And therefore inftead of mext after the Pernal Equi-
nox, we fay, mext after the One and Twentieth of
March,

But then itis faid (by a Miftake, T{uspole) afrer the
Firft Full Moon, inltead of wupon, or wext after the Firft
Full Moon, (ior {o it is ro be vade:ftood) and added,
And if the Full Moon happens upon a Sunday, Eafler.day
is the Sunday after.  Which muft needs be a Miftake,
For, in {uch Cafe, it is to be that Sunday, not the Sun-
day afier. ‘

And {o the Tables agree (contrary to this Note) both
that For Forty Tears, and that 7o find Eafter for Ever.

And fo it was obierved in the Years 1668, 1678, and
1682. And fowhenever the Cale happens, that che Ec-
clefiaftical Full Moon falls on a Surday. But this (though
it be a Miftake) doth not influence the prefent Cafe.

That which concerns the prefent Cafe, is, On what
Day we muft reckon the Ecclefiaflical Full Moon to
tall.

For we are not to judge, either the Equinox, or the
Fuil Moon, according as they happen in the Heavens, or
in our Almanacks ; but according to the Pafchal Tables,
fitted to the time of the Nicene Council.

And accordingly, we reckon the Equinox to be now
(as then 1t was) on March 21.

And as to the Full Moon (next after that Equinox)
wc are to Account it thus :

The Golden Numter (fitted tothe Cycle of Nineteen
Years s after the End of which it begins again, at 1, 2,
3, &) is placed ia the fr® Column of our Calendar,
to teli us, on what Day (of fuch Year) the New Moon
15 fappofed to happen, ineach Month ; and the Fifteenth
Day of that Moon is reputed the Full Moon.

Now
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Now the Golden Number, for the Year 1698, is &
(That is, this is the Eighth Year of {ich Decem: novena!
Cycle, or Circle of Nineteen Years; commonly called
Cyclus Lanaris, or the Circle of the Mooa; as the other
Circle of Twenty Eight Years, iscalled, Cyclus Solzris,
the)CircIc of the Sun, or rather of the Sunday-Let-
ter.
And this Number 8 ftands in the Caiendar at Mar.
6. which we muft thercfore fuppofe to be New Moon
(Though the New Moon werc indeed Aar. 2. Like as it
happeans conftantly in this Age, thut the rrue New Moor
is Four or Five Days {ooner than the repured Ecciefiafti-
cal New Moon.)

Now Mar. 6. being the New Moon, or Firft Say of
the (reputed) Lunar Month (for fuch Year) Aar. 20.
will be the 15th Day, or the (reputed) Full Moon for
the Month of March this Year.

Which happens, this Year, to be Sunday ; (the Domi-
nical Letter, for this Year, being B.)

. But this happening before March 21. (the {uppoled
Equinox) cannot be the Pafchal Full Moon ; but we muft
wait for another.

And we'fhal! then find the Golden Number 8, ftand-
ing at Apr. 5. for the New Moon of April, the {ame
Year.

And therefore the Full Moon, or 1§th Day of that
(reputed) Lunar Month, is to be 4pr. 19. (But the true
Full Moon was 4pr. 15. about Six a Cleck in the
Morning,)

Which (dpr.19.) being Tuefday, the Sunday next fol-
lowing is dpr.24. (where ftands B, the Sunday Letter for
this Year) which is therefore to” be Eafter day, accor-
ding to the intent of thefec Tables, And it was obferved
accordingly.

Ee 2 But
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were to be withed, there had been {fomewhere
izk, to dirc@ how weare to find this (reputed)
il Moon ; and, what is the Ufe of the Golden Num-
r.

N

The Difference of the Ecclefiattick Account, in the
Pafchal Tables, from that of the Heavens, doth arife
from hence; Becaufe thofe Tables, when firt made,
were freed, not tothis Age, but to thatof rhe Nicene
Courcil; and did, at thar time, agres very near with
that »f the Heavens: But, in this Age, they do confi-
derably difler, (both as to the Equinex, and as to the
Full Msons) Tor thele Two Realons:

I. The common Julian Year (by which we reckon)
of 365 Days and 6 Hours, is fomewhat too long; be-
ing sbout xr1 Minutes of an Hour longer than the trus
Sciar Year,

By reafon whereof, the Equinox (and other Annual
Seafons) go backiwards about 11 Minutes, every Year:
Which, from rhe Time of the Nicene Council, till now,
amounts to zbout 11 Days.

So that the Equinox which then happened Mar. 21.
is now come back to our Mar. rx. or rather Mar. 10.

Wiiich, upon Pope Gregory's rcforming the Roman
Calendar (above 100 Years firce)} caufeth the Difference
of 10 Dzys, between what we call the New Stile and the
0ld Srile. Which ( Two Years hence) in the Year
y700 (and thenceforth for 100 Years) will be 11
Davs.

iI. Tt was then fuppofed, that in 19 Years (which is
the Compafs of the Golden Number) the Lunations (of
New Moon and Fuli Moon) did return tothe fame Day
and Hour, as they were ¢ Years before.

Which
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Which is pretty near the Truth, but comes Gort by
about an Hour and half. '

Which Hour and Half, in every rg Years, dotl,
fince that Time, amount :0 about 4 or § Days.

Wheace it comes to pa’s, that the repated FullMoon is
later, by 4 or 5 Days, than that of the Heavens.

But our Eafter, is reckoned accorcing to the repated
Full Moons (derived from the Golden Number) not ac-
cording to thofeof the Heavens.

"Tis true, that in {ome Places of our Calendar (as
commonly printed) the Golden Numbersare mis-placed,
or mis-written. But it happens fo luckily, that in all
thoie wherein Eaffer is concerned (that is, from Mar. 6,
to Apr. 5. inclufivelyy they be rightly placed.

And as to any other New Moons, if there be any
miftakes, we are therein lefs concerned.




